Sunday, April 26, 2026 - They went to Mary, the mother of John Mark’s
house to look for Peter but when they got there

OUR GREATEST OPPOSITION they realized that James had been killed and

Peter was in trouble,

Acts 13  And | believe that Saul and Barnabas where

- Last week we looked at how powerfully the amongst that prayer gathering for Peter

Lord can move when the church prays « | think they were there when Peter got to the

« We saw the church gathered together gate and Rhoda left him outside.

sending a steady streams of fervent prayers - And the reason | am convinced of that is
to the Lord, reaching desperately out to God because verse 25 says, “And Barnabas and
to act on their behalf and He did! Saul returned from Jerusalem when they
« Peter miraculously got released from prison, had completed their service, bringing with
Herod was supernaturally struck down, and them John, whose other name was Mark.”
the word of the Lord continued to increase -Acts 12:25 (ESV)
and multiply. - You see, Mary was Barnabas’ aunt, and John
- Now, the beginning of last week we talked Mark was his cousin. So it makes sense that
about how Saul and Barnabas had gone down that is where Barnabas would stay while he
to Jerusalem to deliver a gift to the church in was in town

Jerusalem, it was an offering that the church in

_ - So Saul and Barnabas experience this
Antioch had taken up for them.

powerful prayer movement in the church
during their desperate hour, and they go back



to the church in Antioch with a testimony to
share!

So they are going to keep this culture of
desperate prayer going...and we’re going to
see that when the church prays, God doesn’t
just do a work in the church, but He also does
a work through the church

“Now there were in the church at

Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of
Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” Then after fasting and praying they

laid their hands on them and sent them off.”

- Acts 13:1-3 (ESV)

- Now, this is one of the most interesting
leadership teams that you’ll ever hear about

* And Luke is international about wanting us to
know just how diverse this team is

 We know that Barnabas is a former Levite
from Cyprus and that Saul is a former
Pharisee from Tarsus

» So two former Jewish religious leaders from
different areas

Then we have Simeon, who was called Niger.
Niger, is latin for dark or black...so essentially
they are calling him Simeon the Black, which
could be seen as a little racist....but Luke
points this out for a reason!

* He intentionally wants us to know that there
are leaders in this movement of different
ethnicities and skin tones

Then we have Lucius of Cyrene, which would
be modern day Libya

» Most likely an African Gentile, who was one
of those who came preaching the Lord Jesus
to the Hellentists and started this whole
movement in Antioch back in chapter 11



- And then you have Manaen, who the ESV says
was the life long friend of Herod the Tetrarch

* Now the word in the greek literally means,
“Brought up with” and most accurately is
translated as foster-brother

* So Manaen, literally grew up in the same
household as Herod the Tetrarch

* Now, this wasn’t the same Herod we talked
about last week dying and getting eaten by
worms....this was actually his uncle

If you were here last week, | explained how
after Herod the Great died, who was the Herod
at the time of Jesus’ birth...his kihngdom was
split into 4 territories that would be ruled by 4
different Tetrarchs.

* This Herod, the son of Herod the Great was
over Judea serving as the Tetrarch and he
was the one who had John the Baptist
beheaded and the one who was involved in
Jesus’ trials

* He was the one that had Jesus dressed in
purple and mocked and slapped around

- And Manean, grew up with him, went to school

with him, was raised in the same house as him
— he very well may have been in the room
during Jesus’ trial...and yet, he became one of
the leaders of the Christian movement in
Antioch

Luke, in telling us about this leadership team is
letting us know just how radically the Gospel is
reshaping society and just how diverse this
movement is

Even today: Christianity, statistically speaking,
is the most ethnically diverse movement in
history.

Believe it or not, Christianity is not an American
institution. We may be arguably the most
resourced believers on the planet, but that
does not mean that we are the majority of the
believers in the Global Church.

» This is one of the things that separates
Christianity from every religion on the planet,



because every other religion on the planet is
dominated by a specific region. At least 80
percent of the followers of any other major
religion are concentrated on a single
continent.

- However, “Christianity has roughly 20% of
its followers in Africa, 20% in Asia, 20% in
Europe, 20% in North America, and 20% in
South America...Christianity, statistically
speaking, has no dominate culture. It is the
most diverse movement in history.”- JD
Greear: Gaining by Losing

- Here in acts, we see the beginnings of this
movement, that would be the very first
movement in history that would bring people
together of different races and ethnicities—
that was not dependent upon political or
cultural conformity —but rather people came
together as one, as equals based on sheer
faith in Jesus Christ.

» They were not separated or categorized by
heritage, race, or social class...they were all
one in Christ

« What mattered above all was their spiritual
identity, and that’s what allowed people of
different ethnicities and cultures to be able to
not only get along and worship together, but
also lead together

* And the glue to that unity was prayer

Verse 2 says that when they were worshiping
and fasting...in the originally language it
literally says, “When they were ministering to
the Lord”

« Which is an interesting thought: How do you
minister to Almighty God?? It also means to
bless God.

Well, | heard one pastor describe it this way:

* You know how sometimes you’ll be in a
worship service, and you’ll leave saying that
really blessed me today. Or you go up to one
of the worship leaders and thank them for



ministering through song and let them know,
that blessed me.

» Sometimes you’ll get an encouraging word
for someone that will really bless their heart

That is how God can be blessed by our
worship. And it’s an incredible thought to think
that our praise and worship can bless the heart
of Almighty God

 But this how intently they are worshipping
the Lord....they are so preoccupied with His
goodness, His glory, His essence...not
asking anything of Him, but just blessing His
name together

* And it’s during that kind of worship and
prayer that the Lord speaks to them and
directs them.

* And He tells them to set apart Barnabas and
Saul, for a work.

Now, how did the Lord speak to this group? |
don’t know. Was it an impression that each of
them got, was it an audible voice in a moment,

was it the Lord speaking through one of them
to the rest? We don’t know

But we do know that they were all in one
accord on it. And they didn’t do anything willy-
nilly...they felt impressed by the Holy Spirit
that He was wanting to send Saul and
Barnabas out to something new, and they
continued to fast and pray about it until there
was no denying that this is where the Lord is
leading and they lay their hands on them and
send them off

GOD HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SENDING GOD

* We have said it multiple times, if what
happens in this room stays in this room, we
are failing.

» God calls us to move, He calls us to go, He
calls us into new seasons and new missions
all of the time, why? Because it keeps us
dependent upon Him.

- We gather here together in this building weekly

with the goal of being sent out to “Go and Be
the Church”



- And there are some in this room who will be

sent out to another work that the Holy Spirit
has called you too.

e [ ord willing, there will be some who will be
sent out to the mission field

e Some may be sent out to minster in another
church plant in another city

e Some may be sent out to pastor, to lead
worship, to help build up and encourage
other congregations of believers in different
areas

* And we must be open and attentive to who
the Spirit may send out and how we can best
be equipped for those times.

» Even if it may be some of the most integral
members of our community

It didn’t get more integral than Barnabas and
Saul, but they were being sent out into a new
season, a new work, and a new mission that

the Lord had for them.

- Verse 4 goes on to say: “So, being sent

out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia, and from there they sailed to
Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they
proclaimed the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews. And they had John
to assist them. When they had gone
through the whole island as far as Paphos,
they came upon a certain magician, a
Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He
was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a
man of intelligence, who summoned
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the
word of God. But Elymas the magician (for
that is the meaning of his name) opposed
them, seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith.-Acts 13:4-8 (ESV)

- A MOVEMENT OF GOD WILL NEVER

HAPPEN WITHOUT A FIGHT

- The Gospel, when it gets attention will always

be met with opposition



e Jesus said, that we would be hated for His
name’s sake (Matt 10:22)

e Jo remember that we are blessed when we
are persecuted for His name’s sake (Matt
5:11

® [t even gets to the point where we are
warned to beware when all people speak well
of us (Luke 6:26)

Because if we are truly making a Gospel
impact, it’s bound to make someone upset and
try to derail us.

* It’s a reoccurring theme that we see all
throughout this book, but in this instance it is
Bar-desus, who is also called Elymas, which
essentially just means “the magician”

* It just goes to show us how blasphemous of
an individual this is, because his name
literally means, “Son of Jesus”

* And we are told that he not only a magician
or a sorcerer, but he’s also a jew

- Now, that is a contradiction already, because

Jewish law forbade any Jews to dabble in
sorcery or dark arts. There would be capital
punishment for those who did so

But this Bar-desus finds himself in Paphos, the
largest port city on the island of Cyprus which
had a growing population of people from both
sides of the Roman Empire coming in

* And most from the Western part of the
Roman Empire were more logical,
traditionalists

» But those from the Eastern part were much
more influenced by mysticism

So Bar-Jesus finds himself in a unique
situation being a Jew with a more traditional
background in this new place with all of these
new ideas and he decides to try and marry the
two

* He’s take his Jewish traditional values, and
adds some of this new age mystical
practices to them and play both sides of the
fence



- This is what Bar-Jesus is trying to do. And he’s
been successful.

* He mixes the religions, it’s called syncretism
and it’s dangerous and demonic.

- One of the most diabolical lies that the » He gets the attention of the proconsul who

enemy will ever try and get you to believe
is that you can add to or take away from
Jesus

- If you hear someone say, “Oh yea, you can
follow the teachings of Jesus, and Buddha,
and Mohammad, you can like what the
mormons do and the Jehovah’s witnesses,
and | just do a little bit of it all”

Anyone who teaches that is leading people
straight to hell.

- And what makes it so diabolical is the fact
that they are doing by giving the illusion of
love, unity and acceptance.

Anyone who teaches that does not care
about anyone’s salvation, they only care
about being liked by as many people as
possible

was the leader over the island appointed by
the Roman Senate.

And he hears of Bar-Jesus and brings him in.
This proconsul is described as an intelligent
man, a man of understanding, a learner

He’s an open minded guy, who is interested
in what Bar-Jesus is doing, the way that he is
blending the various religions the way that
the Roman empire is trying to blend the
various cultures under their rule.

- I’ve heard it said that the only problem with
being too open minded is that your mind
might leak out

- It’s funny how the most “open minded”
people you’ll meet are the one’s with
absolutely no common sense

But Sergius, still had some sense...even
thought he has brought in Bar-Jesus as a



sort of advisor, and he hears of Barnabas
and Saul and how they are teaching across
the island.

» And he wants them brought in as well.

» He wants to hear what they have to say, but
this Bar-Jesus just keeps cutting them off,
scoffing at what they have to say,
undermining everything that is said.

« And Saul, starts to get peeved.

- Now, this is where we see Saul’s name going
to Paul for the rest of the book

» The reason being, it is now evident that His
ministry is primarily going to be for the
gentiles, not the Jews

* And being from Tarsus, born in a free-city on
the 8th day after his birth he would have
received his Hebrew name which was Saul,

» But then the next day, the 9th day, he would
receive his Roman name, which was Paul.

* So, when he was at home, or in the
synagogue he was Saul. When he was at
school or around town, he was Paul...that’s
the culture he grew up in

» So now that he is going before a Roman
official he is going to use his Roman name of
Paul.

Verse 9 goes on to say: But Saul, who was
also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,
looked intently at him and said, “You son of
the devil, you enemy of all righteousness,
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not
stop making crooked the straight paths of
the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the
Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and
unable to see the sun for a time.”
Immediately mist and darkness fell upon
him, and he went about seeking people to
lead him by the hand.” -Acts 13:9-11 (ESV)

- It’s interesting how Paul went from the one

being blinded by the Lord, to the one being



filled with the Holy Spirit and seeing it happen
to someone else

But it is very important that we realize that Paul
didn’t blind anyone, no, he was filled with the
Holy Spirit, recognized what was a work of the
devil, called it out, and what the Lord was
about to do.

You see, it’s only when we are filled with the
Holy Spirit that we will truly be able to
recognize what is a work of God and what is a
work of the devil.

» One of the problems that we have, is the
amount of Christians that try to make those
distinctions without Holy Spirit discernment

» Because the enemy is very crafty with their
language. And they will cover God-defying
actions in biblical language

* It’s what will lead a church to fly a rainbow
flag or for a Christian to stay silent on an
issue of sin, if not defend it!
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« We'll believe the lie that accepting someone
and condoning their sin goes hand in hand!

The bible is very clear about the ways and the
will of God. God is very straightforward about
how to get to Him, and it’s through Jesus, and
only Jesus...and the enemy wants to tells us,

“No! there are other ways too!”

« But all that is an attempt to make crooked
the straight paths of the Lord!

» And it will send people wandering around a
crooked path of life

« But the very last verse of the book of James
says: “...whoever brings back a sinner
from his wandering will save his soul from
death and will cover a multitude of sins.”
-James 5:20 (ESV)

We live in a culture, as Paul did, where the
enemy will do whenever they can to get people
to wander from the truth

* And we have to be willing to care more about
for standing for the truth, even if we are



hated for it....rather than being ok with - Every human being is born being self-
someone wandering away further and further possessed

from it. And from Him. * You know the illustration I’'ve done 100 times

- Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, recognizes a about the toddler, never, ever, on their own
work of the enemy, and calls out the truth. volition saying, “Yours..”
- And verse 12 says, “Then the proconsul * No, it’'s “MINE”

believed, when he saw what had occurred,

* We are born into sin, and as Francis Chan
for he was astonished at the teaching of the

says, “The core of every single sin is

Lord.” -Acts 13:12 (ESV) selfishness.”
* What is so interesting is the word astonished - It’s so interesting the way that Luke puts this
here. —because he says when the proconsul saw
« Because that word can literally be translated evgrything that happened with Bar-Jesus, he
— Astonished (ekplésso ): “to strike one believed
out of self-possession” » Not because he was something miraculous
- Why is that important? — A Movement of God or supernatural
will never happen without a fight, right? Well  No— he was astonished at the teaching of
for our next point we have to remember: the Lord
- YOU’'RE GREATEST OPPOSITION WILL » The Word of God, broke him out of his self-

ALWAYS BE YOU possession

11



- It wasn’t Bar-Jesus holding these chains of lies

over him that was keeping him from coming to
the truth

* No, it was his own self-possession, his
desire to be his own god (like we talked
about last week)

 But the teaching of the Word of the Lord
broke him of that and he becomes the first
major Roman official that we see coming to
belief in Jesus.

You know, people love to give the devil more
credit than he deserves.

* You’ll hear the person come in with a coffee
stain on their shirt and say, “The Devil’s
trying to get me today”

* Or “You know, satan has been hounding me
this week”

But you know, satan is not omnipresent, he
can’t be in more than one place at one time,
and | think he’s got bigger fish to fry that
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making sure you spill your coffee in the
morning

« That’s why you’ll hear me refer to the enemy
more than | will satan

But | hear so many believers use him, as an
excuse for their behavior

* “Well it’s been the devil, the devil’s been
doing this, the devil’s been doing that...”

- Well stop letting ‘em! The enemy’s got no

power over your life!
» Jesus told us that satan is the “father of lies”

- And the only power a liar has is getting
someone to believe a lie...that’s why the
truth sets you free

» When Jesus rose from that grave and
flooded this earth with His Holy Spirit he
stripped satan of any real power that he had
as the prince and power of the air



- And now all he can do is give the illusion of
being powerful...and he’s good at getting
people, even believers, to believe that lie.

* No, satan is not your biggest adversary in
your spiritual life. You are. | am for myself.
We are our own greatest obstacle.

The apostle Paul understood this as much as
anyone else when he wrote in Romans 7: “I
have discovered this principle of life—that
when | want to do what is right, | inevitably
do what is wrong. I love God’s law with all
my heart. But there is another power within
me that is at war with my mind. This power
makes me a slave to the sin that is still
within me. Oh, what a miserable person |
am! Who will free me from this life that is
dominated by sin and death? Thank God!
The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”
-Romans 7:21-25 (NLT)

Jesus Christ is the ONLY One that can free us
from our self-possession, and a life directed
and dominated by sin and selfishness!
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* And its something that we will always
struggle with on this side of eternity but Paul
would go on to say in Romans 8:1—"“There is
therefore now, NO condemnation for those in
Christ Jesus”

- This is the truth that would grip the heart of the

proconsul, to understand that his own
intelligence, strength, or position could not
save him, only Jesus could...and it changed
his eternity.

Now Paul and Barnabas would move on from

Cvyprus and end up in another town, also

named Antioch, but not the same one that they

had been sent from.

« And while there, they attended a sabbath day
service at the local synagogue

Now the sabbath day services always had a
particular order to them:

e They would start off by reciting the Shema
from the book of Deuteronomy together

e They would then move to a prayer




e Then there would be a reading from a - And Paul talks about how everything that

passage from the Law and the Prophets their people had gone through and had
been promised was pointing toward the
coming of the Messiah

e And then they would invite the local rabbi or
a visiting rabbi to commentate on the

passage that had been read * (V.21-31) The Arrival of the Messiah
- And in this case, Paul and Barnabas were - He then goes on to explain the coming of
invited to speak after the reading Jesus and how He fulfilled the law and the

- And verse 16-41 give us Paul’s first recorded prophets that they read every day

sermon. And we don’t have time to really break - He tells of how— though He was innocent,

down the whole thing but here is a general the leaders still had Pilate execute Him

outline of his message: - But God raised Him from the dead and

* (V.18-24) The Anticipation of the Messiah how that has been corroborated by many
eye witnesses who saw Him die, then saw
Him alive...and they have been sent to
share the Good News

- He gives a brief overview of Israel’s history
as was Jewish custom.

» Almost every time we see a sermon from

someone from Jewish descent, they * (V.32-41) Application

would always rehearse —so to speak— - Application for us now that the Messiah
the faithfulness of God in the past to has been revealed and God’s promises
remind them of His faithfulness in the have been fulfilled

present
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- He gives scriptural proof of the
Messiahship of Jesus and then— in verse
38 he says:

- “Let it be known to you therefore,
brothers, that through this Man forgiveness
of sins is proclaimed to you, and by
Him everyone who believes is freed from
everything from which you could not be
freed by the law of Moses.” -Acts 13:38-39

(ESV)
» This word freed, can also be translated

justified. The word justified means that God
looks at you just-as-if you never sinned

e How can that be? Because Colossians says
that when we come to Jesus, our lives are

then hidden in Christ. That means when God

looks at you, He doesn’t see your sins and

your faults and your failures, all He sees is the

perfection of His son with whom He is well
pleased, because you are hidden in Him
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» Paul explains the law could never do that.
The law could only reveal your sin, it could
not free of your sin.

And again he points out to the people that the
only thing standing in their way of believing this
and accepting this— is themselves. He says in
verse 40:

“Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the
Prophets should come about: “Look, you
scoffers, be astounded and perish; for | am
doing a work in your days, a work that you
will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’”
-Acts 13:40-41 (ESV)

Now this is interesting because Paul is quoting
Habakkuk 1:5 here, where God is telling them
about a coming judgment because of the
wickedness in Judah

» The Chaldeans (or the Babylonians) are
being raised up to overtake them

» They had not recognized God’s works, and
now judgment was coming on them



- But what is different now is that Salvation has
come through Jesus

» And Paul is warning that if they refuse to
recognize the work that has been done
through Jesus, they will fall under God’s
judgement again like their ancestors had

» Paul is using Habakkuk as an illustration to
tell them, “Look God is doing something
unbelievable that none of us saw coming,
and if you miss it, the only result will be
destruction...don’t get in your own way!
Don’t let this happen to you!”

- And the majority of the people loved what he
had to say! The word of the Lord pricked their
hearts!

* Luke tells us that the people begged them to

come back and speak again at the next
Sabbath, and after the service dismissed
many people wanted to speak more with
them

- And verse 44 says: “The next Sabbath
almost the whole city gathered to hear the
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word of the Lord. (But the Jews couldn’t get
out of their own way...) But when the

Jews saw the crowds, they were filled

with jealousy and began to contradict what
was spoken by Paul, reviling him. And Paul
and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It
was necessary that the word of God be
spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside
and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal
life, behold, we are turning to the

Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded
us, saying, “I have made you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the
ends of the earth.’”” And when the Gentiles
heard this, they began rejoicing and
glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many
as were appointed to eternal life believed.”
-Acts 13:44-48 (ESV)

Now, this language is incredible, because the
word Appointed (tasso): “To put in order, to
station”



 This gives the picture of a soldier being
appointed to a duty station.

* The centurion that asked Jesus to heal his
servant in Luke chapter 7 used this language
when he told Jesus that he too was a man of
authority that can send soldiers here and
there

» This goes to show us that when we come to
Jesus we are not just bystanders of the faith,
no we are enlisted into an army and we have
a duty and mission

* And we see an army of believers being
formed here in Antioch of Pisidia:

And the word of the Lord was spreading
throughout the whole region. But the Jews
incited the devout women of high standing
and the leading men of the city, stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
and drove them out of their district. But
they shook off the dust from their feet
against them and went to Iconium.” -Acts
13:49-51 (ESV)
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- And this is also a great lesson for us. Because

its very easy for us to give opposition more
attention than we do the wins

Because an incredible movement is happening
in this city, the Word is spreading throughout
the whole region, and army of new believers is
being formed....but again a movement of God
never happens without a fight

And we see the Jewish leaders starting to
spread lies and deception. They get the wives
of the most influential leaders on their sides so
that their husbands would be forced to act
against the apostles

- And we don’t know exactly what the

persecution looked like, but it caused Paul and
Barnabas to leave town.

» This could have been so deflating for
everyone, for all of those gentiles that
thought they had just had a huge win, that
they were receiving the Word and the focus
of the apostles

« But then the apostles get kicked out of town!



» They just shake off the dust of their sandals
and leave!

| would imagine that this would feel like a
defeat to all of those new believers— | would
be worried that all of the progress that they
had made would have been for not!

» But that’s not what happened:

“And the disciples were filled with joy
and with the Holy Spirit.” -Acts 13:52 (ESV)

The disciples! They’re not referred to as the
Gentiles anymore! Nope! They are full on
disciples of the Lord above anything else

And Paul and Barnabas getting kicked out of
town wasn’t going to change that!

» You know why? Because they weren’t
dependent upon a human being for their
salvation, the were solely dependent upon
Jesus....nothing more, nothing less

» And as a result of that they were filled with
joy and the Holy Spirit
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- More accurately this verse can be translated,

“they were continually filled with joy and the
Holy Spirit”

» That word filled also means to be “filled to
the full!”

- They heard the Gospel, they surrendered to

Jesus, they received His Holy Spirit....so you
can’t take their joy!

» They could take away Paul and Barnabas,
but they couldn’t take away Jesus, so they
couldn’t take away their joy!

* You could persecute them all you want, but
you couldn’t take their joy, they would still be
filled to the full!

Yes there will come seasons of heartache,
grief, hardship, and sorrow, but that can’t take
our joy, because of Jesus— this world is not
our home!

- And there will come a day when He will wipe

every tear from every eye and sorrow and sin
and death will be no more!



* We don’t grieve as those who don’t have
hope, this life is but a vapor, to live is Christ
to die is gain....because of what Jesus has
done for me!

So tell me Christian! Are you filled to the full
with Joy and the Holy Spirit!? —CALL
WORSHIP TEAM

» What’s keeping you from it! Are you
distraught over some sin in your life? Turn it
over to God

David after he had gotten Bathsheba pregnant
and her husband killed...overwhelmed with
grief of his sin against God, even as an
adulterous murderer, he was able to get back
on track when cried out to God saying:
“Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”
-Psalm 51:12 (NIV)

Maybe you’re feeling that you have just been
too far from God, you’ve strayed for too long,
maybe you’ve never even given Him the time
of day before...
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 I’'m here to tell you, you may feel far from
Him but He is never far from you. There is
nowhere you can go from His presence

» There is no sin you could ever commit or bad
decision you could ever make that is more
powerful than the shed blood of Jesus for
you

» There is nothing and no one that He cannot
redeem. So like Paul said, don’t let a work of
God go by without recognizing it.

» God sent His Son Jesus to pay the price for
your sins that had separated you from God,
and all it takes is accepting His love, His
Grace, and His Mercy for you

- Don’t get in your own way, let Him change
you and fill you with His joy and His Holy
Spirit

Perfect example: Remember when Paul
quoted Habakkuk’s warning of the coming
judgment? Well, after that exile was over, the
people of Israel return to the ruins of Jerusalem
to rebuild it.



- And when they get there, Nehemiah and Ezra or feel like crying because there is something
read to them the Law of God within you that understands the magnitude of
your sin against an All-Holy, All-Perfect,

* And for most of these people it’s the first _ _
Almighty, All- Loving God

time that they really heard and understood
the word of God - But the message of Jesus is that you can trade
that sorrow in right now, because He covered
all of that with His blood so that you could
have the joy of the Lord in your life!

* And they realized how far they had been
from Him

* They realize how great their sin is and the
destructive pattern that they had been living
in for so long! And they begin to weep!

* And Nehemiah says, “Uh-uh....don’t do that!
This is a holy day! You may feel that
conviction but this is not a day of judgement,
it’s a day of restoration!

* He says, “And do not be grieved, for the
joy of the Lord is your strength.”
-Nehemiah 8:10 (ESV)

- Now there may be some in here that struggle
talking about God, and church, and Jesus
because every time you do you feel sad, you
feel bad about yourself, you may feel grieved
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