Sunday, April 12, 2026

Shut Up and Praise

Acts 11

- To recap for us so far. Jesus has ascended into
heaven, but before He goes He tells 120 of His
followers that they will receive Power when the
Holy Spirit comes on them, and they will be
empowered to be His witnesses in Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth

- Then the empowerment comes upon them like
a mighty rushing wind on the day of pentecost
and Peter preaches and 3000 people get
saved that day and this movement we now call
church began

- Believers were being added to the faith daily
and they were growing and growing and
essentially took over the east wing of the
temple.

- The High Priests have Peter and the Apostles

arrested and beaten multiple times, but they
can’t stop them from growing in Jerusalem

Until they finally hit a breaking point, and they
execute Stephen by stoning and then
persecution breaks out against the believers

- And this is what God uses to really get the

movement moving— and now there are
believers who are preaching in the Name of
Jesus, not just in Jerusalem anymore, but also
in Judea and Samaria

Then we see Jesus get a hold of Saul of
Tarsus, who was the lead persecutor of the
church, and Jesus radically encounters and
changes him so that he becomes one of the
greatest advocates for the church.

* Once Saul switches sides, peace came to
the churches in Judea and Samaria for a time

But, it was still Jesus’ plan for them to be His
witnesses not just in Jerusalem, not just in
Judea and Samaria, but to the Ends of the
Earth as well, and in order to get them there,



He was going to have to work on their hearts
for people of different backgrounds and
ethnicities.

And we saw last week in Chapter 10, how
Jesus orchestrated a meeting between
Cornelius and Peter to show Peter a fuller
picture of the Gospel and the salvation that He
offers for everyone, not just the Jews.

But there are still some back in Jerusalem, who
haven’t gone through the heart conversion that
Peter has yet, and are still struggling with this.

We see in Acts chapter 11: “Now the apostles
and brethren who were in Judea heard that
the Gentiles had also received the word of
God. And when Peter came up to
Jerusalem, those of the circumcision
contended with him, saying, “You went in to
uncircumcised men and ate with them!” But
Peter explained it to them in order from the
beginning, saying: “I was in the city of
Joppa praying; and in a trance | saw a
vision, an object descending like a great

sheet, let down from heaven by four
corners; and it came to me. When |
observed it intently and considered, | saw
four-footed animals of the earth, wild
beasts, creeping things, and birds of the
air. And | heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise,
Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘Not so, Lord!
For nothing common or unclean has at any
time entered my mouth.’ But the voice
answered me again from heaven, ‘What
God has cleansed you must not call
common.’ Now this was done three times,
and all were drawn up again into heaven. At
that very moment, three men stood before
the house where | was, having been sent to
me from Caesarea. Then the Spirit told me
to go with them, doubting nothing.
Moreover these six brethren accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. And
he told us how he had seen an angel
standing in his house, who said to him,
‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon



whose surname is Peter, who will tell you
words by which you and all your household
will be saved.’ And as | began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the
beginning. Then | remembered the word of
the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed
baptized with water, but you shall be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If therefore
God gave them the same gift as He gave us
when we believed on the Lord Jesus

Christ, who was I that I could withstand
God?” When they heard these things they
became silent; and they glorified God,
saying, “Then God has also granted to the
Gentiles repentance to life.” -Acts 11:1-18
(NKJV)

- PRAY

- | have been a diehard, passionate, ride or die
Philadelphia Eagles fan since the 90’s

- However, | haven’t lived in Pennsylvania since

2007 and since then | have lived in various
parts of the south these past 20 years.

» But I'll still see eagles fan gear around town
every once in a while. I’ll see license plates
or decals on cars, I'll see a hat or a t-shirt or
sweater or anything of the like to indicate
that someone else is an Eagles fan also

And as a life-long Eagles fan, I’'m always a little
skeptical of these people

» Because you know, we’ve been to a couple
super bowls recently won a couple in the
past 10 years and all of the sudden you start
to see a little more eagles gear around

» So the first thought is, “Are you a real Eagles
fan?”

- Or, “What kind of Eagles fan are you?”

And we have ways of weeding out the fake
ones...like if you see someone in Eagles gear,
you don’t say “Go Eagles.” No you say, “Go
Birds!”



* My 3 year old son is trained to say “Go
Birds” anytime he sees an eagles logo

* He is trained to argue with his mother when
she tries to get him to say “Go Steelers”

- I’m just a good Father

Even when | first met Pastor Mark, he was
wearing the Eagles shirt, | still had to gauge
just how much of a fan he really was.

| remember shortly after the merger | came into
the office on Monday and asked him about the
game

* And honestly, | was vetting him, to see what
kind of fandom | was working with here

» And he was insightful, gave in-depth
analysis, and pronounced all of the players
names right....he passed with flying colors!

But no one passed the test more than Ms
Sandi!

» She listens to the same Philly sports radio
that | do, knows everything that’s going on,

and I'll never forget last February on Super
Bowl Sunday | look up into that balcony to
waive at her

» And she was way up there on that back row
keeping herself at a distance to protect her
health, but she waives back down at me and
opens up her jacket to show her FLY
EAGLES FLY shirt that she sported to church
that day!

 Ms Sandi is the best of us all!

- And us die-hards, we’ll meet other Eagles fans

around town, but more often than not, our first
thought will be, “Are you really?”

- And how often do we do that as Christians?

« We’ll see or talk to other people who claim to
follow Jesus, and our first thought or
response is “Do you really?”

- “Well, what kind of Christian are you?”

- We vet them to see if they’ll pass our
standard of Christianity



- “Oh yea? You’re a Christian? Well what
type of church do you go to? What
denomination are you a part of? What
doctrine do you believe?

- We can scoff at these Jewish guys contending
with Peter all we want, but how often do we do
the same exact thing?

This Party of the Circumcision that some
translations refer to them as, was mostly likely
a group of devout Jews, mostly Pharisees that
have come to faith in Jesus

And the Pharisees had very strict rules about
how they interacted with people from other
nations and other people groups.

» They refer to them as the uncircumcised or
the gentiles...when you see those words,
they essentially mean a non-jew

- You see, what the Pharisees had done, was
take rules from the Old Testament, and
expounded on them

- Now, it didn’t come from a bad place, it came

from a place of wanting to show continual
reverence for God

And really the Pharisees, which is almost a
cuss word to us now, this pharisaical
movement actually had very good intentions to
start

The origin story of the Pharisees goes back to
the days of Ezra and Nehemiah whenever the
people of Israel were finally delivered from the
Babylonian exile and made it back to rebuild
Jerusalem

» The religious leaders said, “Enough is
enough! We’re done with this pattern of
idolatry in our nation!”

» “We’re sick of our people following God’s
laws for a little while, then abandoning Him
for idols and pagan practices for a long
while, until we end up in exile, until we finally
repent come back, just to eventually just fall
away again!”



 This pattern had been going on for centuries
every since they had been rescued from

Egypt!

So this new sect was formed called the
Pharisees, which means a separatist and this
group was going to make sure that the
Israelites stayed separate from the rest of the
world and remained in their devotion to God

So they set up these oral traditions, in order to
make sure they didn’t get anywhere near
breaking the law of God again

One Rabbi referred to the oral traditions as a
fence around the Law of God in order to
protect the Law and them from breaking it

* |t’s like the alcoholic who knows his
propensity to fall back into alcoholism so he
sets these parameters for himself to make
sure he never goes anywhere near a bottle or
bar again

So it came from a good place, but the problem
was that it was a system that relied on human
effort

* You see, now that they had this fence around
the law of God, the Old Testament, God’s
actual Word was not the focus anymore. The
fence was

* Now, they wouldn’t say that, they would say
that these traditions were all about protecting
and keeping the ways of the Lord, but now
they had become so focused on their
traditions that the heart of God had been lost
to them

* And God has always had a heart for all
people

But it had gotten to the point where the fence
around the law would say if a Jewish man was
out in public around gentile people, he would
have to hold his clothes tight to himself
because if even a piece of his clothing touched
a gentile, he would be deemed ceremoniously
unclean

* And they had grown up with this mindset
their entire lives, as did Peter—and since
they have gotten saved, their entire



perspective hasn’t completely changed as
they are still in this process of sanctification

- And God is using this time to get them back to
His original heart for all the nations.

» Even going back to Abraham, God told him:
“I will surely bless you, and I will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice.” -Genesis 22:17-18

(ESV)

- God has always been about bringing all people
to Himself

- Even in the Old Covenant there were still

processes in place for people from other
nations to join the Hebrews and be a part of
the people of God...even if they weren’t born
into it

« They were called proselytes

* And as a part of their process of conversion
they would go through a form of baptism
where they were fully immersed in the water,
symbolically washing away their old life as a
gentile and being reborn as a member of
God’s people

- And then John the Baptist came on the scene,

performing full-immersion baptisms for the
Jews as well

» And it’s beginning to click, in Peter’'s mind—
that all people, not just the gentiles, but the
Jews as well are far from God and need to
be reborn into the family of God

And John was foreshadowing how the Holy
Spirit would fully immerse and wash us new on
the inside as the waters did on the outside.

And when Peter says that when he saw the
Holy Spirit fall on these Gentile people: “I
remembered the word of the Lord, how He
said, ‘John indeed baptized with water,



but you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.’ If therefore God gave them the same
gift as He gave us when we believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that | could
withstand God?”” -Acts 11:16-17 (NKJV)

And | love verse 18 so much when Luke writes:
“When they heard these things they
became silent; and they glorified God,
saying, “Then God has also granted to the
Gentiles repentance to life.” -Acts 11:18
(NKJV)

And | respect these guys so much for this.
Because they came into this conversation
contending or criticizing Peter

» They came into this encounter with puffed up
chests and a holier than thou mentality

» But then they listened, and they didn’t argue
back, they didn’t fight anymore, they were
convicted and were teachable

» They were open to the idea that they had it
wrong and were willing to grow from it!

» They understood that they still had more to
learn about God, His Salvation, and what He
was wanting to do!

* And we should learn from them. Because
just like they did:

SOMETIMES WE NEED TO SHUT UP AND
PRAISE

» God does not operate according to our
standards

» He can save and change those that we
would never think that could be saved or
changed!

Heaven is going to be full of people you never
expected to see there, and many will be
missing that you did expect to be there

It is not our job to vet and determine who is
saved or not! It is our just to share the Gospel
and praise His Name

 And when we see someone who had been
far from God become a believer, we don’t
have to vet them and put them through a



series of tests to see if they pass according
to our standards....no we can keep our
critical comments to ourselves and just
glorify God!

- I’ll never forget, years ago when | was a youth
pastor, | took a group of students to Student
Life camp in Myrtle Beach

e And we had one student, who gave her life to

Christ during one of the sessions and she
didn’t want to wait until we got home to get
baptized so she asked if we could do it at the
beach.

e And so we skip one of the conference
sessions, we go out to the beach and we
pray over her, and we start worshipping out
there, and | baptize her and the next thing |
know | have student after student coming out
to be baptized

e e were out there for hours worshipping and
baptizing...it was one of the most special
movement-moments of God that | had ever
been a part of

- And then we get back to the hotel, and we’'re in

the elevator, and there’s a buzz and an energy
among the group and there’s one of the hotel
security guys on the elevator with us....real
Paul Blart type that took his job way too

seriousl

- And one of the qirls just wants to share what

Jesus had been doing, and she speaks up and
tells him that they had just gotten baptized

® And he just cuts her off and says, “Well do
you really know what that means?” *You
know its not just something you do when
you’re caught up in the moment” and blah
blah blah...

 And | wanted to smack him in the mouth!

How about you just shut up and praise God
that He is moving in the hearts of these
teenagers??

» Ok, maybe you have some concerns about
the validity of it, well if you do, keep your
comments to yourself and pray that the Lord
would genuinely move in their



hearts....encourage that! Build it up! Fan the
flame!

- But how often, does the Holy Spirit spark a
flame in someone’s spiritual life, just for
another know-ijt-all believer to come by and
just throw a bucket of water on it

- And | feel so bad for some of these celebrities
who start to dig into the bible, and start a
journey of faith, they believe in Jesus and
trying to figure out what it’s really like to follow
him

* And because they’re public figures everyone
feels like they have a right to speak into it

» And you’ll see Christians filling up the
comments section with criticism saying
things like:

- “Oh they don’t really know God”

- “Pfft they don’t even know what that
passage really means,”

- “If they really knew Jesus they wouldn’t
use that language or act like that”
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- As if they’re not jus trying to learn and grow

» And people will say, “Well you’ll know them
by their fruit!”

- Well you’re not giving any time for fruit to
grow! When does fruit ever automatically

appear?!

» “We’re supposed to test the spirits”

- That’s what testing the spirits looks like?
Critical comments on a persons feed that
you’ll never actually meet or talk to?

» “They’re just using Jesus’ name for
attention!”

- To which Paul would say, “Who cares!” He told
the Philippians:

- “Some indeed preach Christ even from envy
and strife, and some also from goodwiill: The
former preach Christ from selfish ambition,
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to
my chains; but the latter out of love,
knowing that | am appointed for the
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defense of the gospel. What then?

Only that in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this |
rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.” -Philippians
1:15-18 (NKJV)

You know, | have met many people who have
attended churches that | would not endorse.
Who’s pastor teaches theology that | would not
recommend. Who go about ministry in a way
that grinds my every gear and gets on my
every nerve

And you know what happened to those people
at those churches? They got saved there.

» They grew in their faith there. And eventually
they got to the point where they began to
notice some of the things that | would notice
and they find themselves in more intentional
Christian communities

» But here’s the thing that we always got to
remember, just go back to Number chapter
22, God can use a donkey. He can speak
through anyone

- Because you know, there is no pastor in the
world that can save or change anyone...only
the Holy Spirit can do that

» And the timing and process of where and
when the Holy Spirit moves in someone’s life
is not up to us.

« So when we’re about to make a critical
comment or pick up that bucket to quench
someone’s flame...let’s remember to shut
and praise.

- And if there is any example that we should

follow in situations where we would be
skeptical about a movement of God: We
should follow the example of Barnabas:

- “Now those who were scattered after the

persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch, preaching the word to no one but
the Jews only. But some of them were men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they
had come to Antioch, spoke to the
Hellenists, preaching the Lord



Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number believed

and turned to the Lord.” -Acts 11:19-21
(NKJV)

So now the movement keeps moving, more
places and people are being reached

 But still they were only preaching to the
jews?

» Was this prejudice they were still breaking
out of? Was this safety protocol because of
the persecution that they had experienced?
Were they just gravitating toward what was
familiar? We don’t really know

But there are some brave men from Cyprus
and Cyrene who traveled to Antioch and spoke
to the Hellenists

* Now, these are not the same Hellenists or
Greek-Speaking Jews that Stephen and Saul
disputed with in Jerusalem

* These Hellenists are non-jewish gentiles
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- You see, Saul and Stephen preached to the

Hellenistic Jews that Jesus was the Christ, and
they would understand that as the Messiah

« But that would mean nothing to a gentile
who had never been looking forward to a
Messiah, so these men from Cyprus and
Cyrene were preaching the “Lord Jesus”

- Now, “Lord” they would understand.

- This term “Lord” comes from the Greek word

“kyrios” (koo-ree-os): Supreme in Authority

* It’s the same word they would refer to Caesar
as

« But these men come telling these Greeks
about One who is even more supreme than
Caesar

» A conqueror who conquered the grave and
promises salvation into a life of eternity that
is greater than anything that Rome could
ever offer them



- Luke says that the Hand of the Lord was one
them, and as a result a “great number”
believed and turned to the Lord

» Not because these believers were so
eloquent, not because they were the most
genuine and authentic, not because they
knew the most and were scholars

* No a great number believed, solely because
the hand of the Lord was on them

- And this is significant, because this is the first
major movement of the Gospel among a
gentile people that we see.

- We don’t know how much the “great number”
was, but we do know that at this point in time
in history, Antioch is the third largest city in the
known world.

- And the Gospel is spreading rapidly among
this major city.

- Verse 22 says: “Then news of these things
came to the ears of the church in
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Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to
go as far as Antioch.” -Acts 11:22 (NKJV)

Now remember, the church in Jerusalem had
just been put in their place about how the
Gentiles too can get saved

* And this time they don’t bring someone back
to interrogate them, this time they send
Barnabas to check it out.

Now, it’s interesting that they send Barnabas
because he wasn’t one of the apostles

* You would think that they would send Peter,
James, or John, or any of the apostles with
all of their spiritual authority

» But they don’t —they send Barnabas

« And maybe it’s because we saw in chapter 4
that he was from Cyprus, and maybe he has
friends or family that were among those from
Cyprus in Antioch that had been a part of
this movement

* It’s possible—But my guess would be that
they had just kind of stuck their foot in their



mouths about these gentiles earlier in the
chapter, their still struggling and wrestling
with the prejudice that had been engrained
into them about these gentile people

» They don’t want to make a mistake or say
the wrong things again, so they send the
most encouraging person that they know

Barnabas. Who’s real name was Joses, but the
apostles gave him the nickname of Barnabas
which means “Son of Encouragement”

And just look at how his actions and character
were described: “When he came and had
seen the grace of God, he was glad, and
encouraged them all that with purpose of
heart they should continue with the

Lord. For he was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many
people were added to the Lord.” -Acts
11:24-25 (NKJV)

- He went to these people
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- BARNABAS WENT: POSITIVELY, JOYFULLY,
and ENCOURAGINGLY

- He went and saw the grace of God!

» Do you know when it is that you see the
grace of God? When you are looking for the
grace of God

- Barnabas hears about God moving in a place
that no one would expect Him to move.

« A major Roman city, full of debauchery and
and Gentiles...and instead of going with a
critical eye trying to disprove something, he
went prayerfully looking for how and where
God was moving.

- And when he saw the grace, which in this
context literally means: “the grace of God
promoting the progress and blessings of the
Christian religion”

- He was glad! He was joyful!

» You know what he didn’t do? Compare it to
his church back in Jerusalem



» Didn’t size them up to see if they were
growing bigger than them, didn’t critique
how they were doing things— saying things
like, “Well back in Jerusalem we did it this
way...”

* He saw that God was moving, doing a new
work, and unexpected work, something that
Barnabas had never seen before and it made
him happy! It pumped him up!

One of the most heartbreaking things about
American Christianity, especially in the Bible
belt— is how rare it is for churches to be
happy for each other.

R.C. Sproul said in His book on Acts: “When a
minister hears about a church experiencing
greater growth than his own, he might be
tempted to criticize, to look for fault in that
bigger church. His criticism in that case
comes not from a genuine desire to edify
and establish but from jealousy and envy.
Almost all so-called constructive criticism is
destructive criticism. There is such a thing
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as constructive criticism, but it is always
bathed in a spirit of encouragement. This is
what I love about Barnabas.” -R.C. Sproul:
Acts: An Expositional Commentary

You see Barnabas does come with his
encouragement, and in his encouragement
there is some caution and warning for them,
but he does so from a positive, joyful, uplifting
manner

* Not a doom and gloom, critical manner

You see this is how that hotel security guy
should have encouraged those teenagers:

« When that girl, just trying to share her faith
with someone told him about her baptism—
he should have said:

® “Whoa! Praise God! That’s so awesome! Man
| hope and pray that God contuses to move
powerfully in your life! Don’t lose what you
have right now! Because, you know, this
Christian life can get difficult, and you’re
going to go through some hard seasons and




there may even be sometimes where you
don’t feel Him at all like you do right now. But
He’s got a purpose for you and a plan for
your life, and even if you don’t feel Him, He is
always going to be there, so stay close to
Him and let Him do great things with your
life!”

Don’t you see how you can still give the
spiritual warnings (so to speak) that you may
feel led to give but not havingto do it in a
way that would dump water on someone’s
spiritual fire??

Word fall on good soil, the coming persecution
may weed some of them out

e But that wasn’t for him to determine or
decide.

* It was his job to encourage and build up

» And he knew he couldn’t do it all by himself.
He is in a large city were a great number
came to the Lord before he got there and
now a great many came to the Lord since
he’s been there

* He is in a very culturally diverse town with a

growing Jewish population, many new Greek
believers in this providence of the Roman
Empire.

- That’s what Barnabas did so brilliantly

» He knew that there was going to be difficulty
ahead for these new believers. He had

experienced the persecution that these new - And Barnabas knows just the guy to come

believers would possibly have to face one along side of him in this work. Verse 25 says:
day...which we’ll see will happen soon “Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek
enough Saul.” -Acts 11:25 (NKJV)

- He knew it wasn’t going to be all sunshine and - Barnabas was not only the greatest
rainbows from here on out, he knew that some encouragement to the people in Antioch, he
of those new believers may not have had the
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had also been the greatest encouragement in - The last that Barnabas had heard, he was in

the life of Saul. Tarsus somewhere
- Even when none of the believers believed or - And when verse 25 says that he went “to seek”
accepted Saul....Barnabas did Saul, the word used here indicates that he was

* He believed in him when no one else would going on a difficult search.

- He didn’t have “Find-My-Friends” turned on,
on his phone...he didn’t know for sure where

he was or how he was going to find him, but
- And he knew from Saul’s background in Tarsus he was determined to

that he was a natural born Jew, who was well
. " - And who knows what these 8 years would
versed in Greek culture, and a Roman citizen

by birth. have been like for Saul.

* He saw something in him that no one else
could see

* He had lost his job, probably

* He was the perfect man to minister in _ , _
excommunicated from his family

Antioch
 He was a natural leader, a talented

- The problem was, no one had heard from Saul _ N
communicator, and extremely brilliant

of Tarsus for 8 years.

* He had given up his path to be probably one
of the most famous and respected men in
Jerusalem because he had been called by
God

* He knew that he had been called by God
there was no denying it...but he had been

« At this point it had been 10 years since the
road to Damascus, and 2 years after that he
escaped the Hellenists trying to kill him and
fled back to Tarsus
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waiting around in Tarsus for his calling to be
revealed for YEARS

- And finally, Barnabas finds him. And verse 26
says: “And when he had found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a
whole year they assembled with the church
and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in
Antioch.” -Acts 11:26 (NKJV)

* Praise God for Barnabas. He took a shot on
Saul when no one else would.

* He was a man full of so much
encouragement, so full of the Holy Spirit that
he could recognize the Grace of God moving
in an area or in a person when no one else
could

- And if he hadn’t had gone on that search for
Saul, we wouldn’t have half of the New
Testament as we know it.

- Saul of Tarsus, who would go on to be known
as the Apostle Paul— would go on to be the
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greatest missionary and Christian influence the
world has ever seen outside of the Person of
Jesus Christ Himself

» Thanks to a good man, who was full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith.

* A man who would see the Grace of God, be
glad when he saw the grace of God, and
encourage everyone to stay within the Grace
of God

- And such a work was done by this team that
the name Christian was born during this
ministry.

- Now, this term was actually at first a
derogatory term:

* The people of Antioch were known for
coming up with nicknames

» And they gave this nickname to these
people, who in and around Jerusalem were
referred to as “The Way”

- But there still wasn’t a firm name for these
people and this movement



» And these Greeks kept hearing them talk

about this Christ, which wouldn’t have meant
anything to them, so to make fun of them
they called them Christians (Christianos): A
slave, or follower of the Christ

They would say, “Oh look at these Christ
slaves. So weird. Always talking about this
Messiah this Christ who raised from the
dead. Who came to forgive us. Who are
constantly just spending all of this time
together, wasting their money on each other’s
needs, wasting all of this time taking care of
these weak widows and orphans...they don’t
even know how the world works.”

- Which Saul wasn’t offended by, he would lean
into it!
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In Romans 6 he tells us that we are no longer
slaves to sin but are slaves to God

In 1 Corinthians 7, he essentially says, | don’t
care how free you are in your earthly status,
if you come to Jesus you are Christ’s slave!

- He says, that’s exactly who | am! | am a slave

of Christ!

* And that’s what is so amazing about the way
that Christians are supposed to be

» This derogatory term, they used as a defining
name.

* You couldn’t rattle them or offend them

- And what’s the most funny is that this term

would have driven the Jewish religion leaders
crazy

» Because to call them Christians, would be to
call them slaves of the Messiah, and to do so
they would be admitting that Jesus was in
fact the Messiah

» So they wouldn’t dare call them Christians

» But yet the name would stick, and change
the course of History forever.

- But let me ask you:



- Can you confidently call yourself a slave to
Christ? The language might sound harsh to us,
but it’s a valid question.

- Like we ask every person that gets baptized in
our church:

e Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior?

e Do you understand that you are no longer
defined by your sin, but made new in His
love?

e Are you willing to do whatever God would
call you to do and go wherever God would
call you to go in this life?

- That’s what being a Christian comes down to:
|dentity and Obedience.

* Is Jesus what defines you over everything
else?

» Does His word, His ways, His calling
determine the path and trajectory of your
life?
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- I’'m telling you, if you have never surrendered
your life to Jesus. It’s the greatest decision you
could ever make! No it’s not easy, it’s seen as
weird in the eyes of most of the world, but
when you give your life to Him and receive His
Holy Spirit, you will receive a purpose unlike
any other, and this life we have on this planet
makes so much more sense. There is a
security that comes from uniting to your
creator that Jesus died and rose again for you
to be able to live in and experience.



