Sunday, April 5, 2026

The Conversion of Peter

ACTS 10

- Last week we looked at Acts chapter 9 and
how the Lord radically encountered Saul of
Tarsus

» We looked at the conversation of Saul, who
was one who had been breathing murderous
threats against the disciples of Jesus and
then he encounters Jesus and becomes a
disciple of Jesus himself

» The persecutor then became the persecuted.

- It’'s easy for us to look at instances like this
when people are so far away from God and
radically changed

* And we’ll highlight and celebrate those
stories, but they still don’t hit home that
much

* You know, because we’re good people,
right? We haven’t been breathing murderous
threats against anyone

« And we’ll applaud conversion stories from a
distance but ignore the conversion that still
needs to happen in our hearts.

- One of the greatest misconceptions about
Christianity is that conversion is a one off thing

« However, conversion by definition is: "The
act, process, or instance of changing into a
different form”

* You see, we are being conformed into the
image of Christ, and that is a process

* And those most dangerous place to be in
your faith, is in the place where you think
you’re good now. That you’ve grown enough,
you now know enough, and you can just
coast through life now.

- |If anyone would have felt good about where
they were in their walk of faith it was Peter!




* He had preached his first sermon and then has passed away and they send for him to

3000 people got saved come quickly.
* He’s leading this incredible movement that » He gets there and everyone is weeping and
persecution can’t even stop sharing memories of her but then verse 40

says: “But Peter put them all outside,
and knelt down and prayed; and turning
to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And
she opened her eyes, and when she saw
Peter she sat up. And he gave her his
hand and raised her up. Then, calling the

* He’s been so blessed that people have even
been healed by his shadow!

- The churches have now spread throughout all
of Judea and Samaria, and in chapter 9 it says
Peter went here and there among them all

* And towards the end of the chapter, while he saints and widows, he presented her
was visiting Lydd.a there was a man there alive. And it became known throughout all
who had be bedridden for 8 years Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.”

« But Peter goes to him and says, “Jesus -Acts 9:40-42 (ESV)
Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” - So Peter has not only been preaching and
And immediately he rose. And all the healing people, he just raised a woman from
residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, the dead!
and they turned to the Lord.” -Acts

0:34-35 (ES * Is there any more powerful or influential
»34-35 (ESV) Christian on the planet?!
- Then shortly after that, he gets word that a

very well respected lady from the community



* Yet, even Peter still had room to grow, and
needed a conversion to still happen in his
heart.

The last verse of chapter 9 says that Peter
stayed with a tanner, or a leather maker,
named Simon

And while he was staying there, verse 9 of
chapter 10 says, “Peter went up on the
housetop about the sixth hour to pray. And
he became hungry and wanted something
to eat, but while they were preparing it, he
fell into a trance and saw the heavens
opened and something like a great sheet
descending, being let down by its four
corners upon the earth. In it were all kinds
of animals and reptiles and birds of the

air. And there came a voice to him: “Rise,
Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no
means, Lord; for | have never eaten
anything that is common or unclean.” And
the voice came to him again a second time,
“What God has made clean, do not call

common.” This happened three times, and
the thing was taken up at once to heaven.”
-Acts 9-16 (ESV)

The passage goes on to say that Peter was
inwardly perplexed...but as we’ll see God is
going to put him in a situation and do a work
on his heart that will lead him to say in verse
28:

“But God has shown me that I should not
call any person common or unclean.” -Acts
10:28

PRAY

When | was a freshman in college, | was
attending Liberty University at the time and for
fall break | was going to go visit my sister for a
few days who was living in Columbus, Ohio at
the time.

So as | was preparing for the road trip, | had

pull out my big block Garmin GPS, and being
the broke college student that | was, | always
made sure that | set the setting to avoid tolls.




- As | was making my way, Garmin directed me
off the interstate somewhere in West Virginia to

avoid a toll

And before you know it, Gamrin is leading me
up this mountain...in West Virginia

e And | could beqin to tell that this country
road was not taking me home

e Soon the pavement turned to dirt, but in
blind faith | am still following my GPS...
thinking that it’s just saving me some money

Then | find myself going down this dirt road,
lined with trailers on either side, then it takes
me down a hill and when I get to the bottom of
the hill, I’'m at a creek

| try to put my little 5-speed ford focus into
reverse, and I’m stuck....in the mountains of
West Virginia

e | J]ook at my phone, | have no service

e So | get out of the car run to the top of the
hill, | finally get service | call my sister, she
gets me connected with USAA and as soon

as | get connected with them...my phone
dies

e So | go back to the car. put my phone on a
car charqger and | just start praying and
reading through the book of Job

- (Full disclosure, if you ever find yourself in
that kind of terrifying predicament do not
read the book of Job....its not very
encouraging!)

e But my phone gets enough charge and | get
up to the top of the hill again, get USAA on
the phone —and they’re trying to figure out
where | am but it’s pretty hard to describe.

e So they tell me to ask someone who lives
there

e So | walk up to this first trailer, it’s got a deck
built off the side of it that is full of natty light
cans and dirty diapers

- | muster up the courage to knock on the
door and....no answer




- Part of me is relieved, but another part of
me freakinq our even more!

® Then | go to the next trailer. no answer. The
next one, no answer.

® | go knock in every single door of every trailer
on this street and there is not a single person
home!

® I’'m going through mail boxes to try and find
an address (which is probably a little bit
illeqgal, but | was desperate!) but no piece of

mail had any addresses on them! WHERE AM
1?

So | go to the end the of the street, get a street
name, but that doesn’t help USAA out at all
because there are like 15 streets in WV that are
named that

e So at this point I just take off running. I’'m
running down this mountain just going until |
find something or someone that can help...l’ll
run to the interstate if | have to!

- But then [ finally come across a house and |

can see people there! So | go up to the door, |
have my bible tucked under my arm to help me
to not look like a threat...but this lady answers,
little bitty thing probably 8 months pregnant, |
tell her my situation and she says “Oh yea! I'm
sure my boyfriend and can pull you out in the
Bronco!”

® And she takes me out back where he’s
splitting wood, we hop in his OJ style bronco
and head up to my car

® This man talks the entire time over to the car,
and I’'m telling you, I didn’t understand a
single word this man said. It was a mountain
country dialect that | had never heard before

in my life.
But we get to my car, he pulls me out, and

we’re making our way out the dirt road and
then all of the sudden he stops.

® He’s not moving. And there’s no way that |
can go around him.




® Then | look around as best as | can and | see
a flock of 4-wheelers coming our way.

- All of the folks from the trailers are making their
way home
e And they stop up at the bronco, they’re

talking to him and looking back at me...and |
slowly, lock my doors

® Then after talking for a while, the bronco
starts to move again, | follow him out with
everyone standing on the side of the road
watching me leave...and | made my way
back down the mountain, found the
interstate, and made my way to my sisters.

e One of the craziest situations | have ever
found myself in...

- But you know what bothers me about this
story? It’s the fact that it never even crossed
my mind that this might have been a divine
appointment

* Here | am, a young aspiring pastor and |
never take the time to even consider that

maybe God put me up there with those
people for a reason.

« But that’s just it, | wasn’t viewing them as
people | was only viewing them as a threat.

* In that moment | found myself subject to a
condition that has plagued humanity for
thousands of years, and that condition is
that:

HUMAN BEINGS ARE PRONE TO
PREJUDICE

“preconceived opinion that is not based on
reason or actual experience.”

If | had based my opinion on those people in
the mountains of WV based off my
experience....the only experience | had was
that they helped me get my car out and helped
me get to go where | was going

e But | wasn’t basing my opinion of them on
my experience, | was basing my opinion of
them on horror stories | had heard ABOUT
people in mountains of West Virginia



e | was basing my opinion off of weird banjo
music that Hollywood had portrayed about
those people

e And | found myself falling into something we
fall into so often whether we realize it or
not...because we’re human being and we’re
prone to prejudice

This is how this happens: We are born into
certain families, societies, or communities who
think about things and people a certain way.
Now other people are born into different
ethnic, social, and economic backgrounds,
and they think differently about things and
people than we do.

And we are naturally prone to think that the
way WE think and operate is superior to the
way THEY think and operate and, in turn, we
elevate ourselves and the people who think
similarly to us while we lower the people who
think, look, or act differently

» Rarely do we take the time to consider,
where they’ve come from, what they've dealt

with, or why they think the way they think...
we just know that they think differently than
us, so we demonize them while we take a
self righteous stand

- None of us are innocent in this! It doesn’t

matter if you are white, black, asian, hispanic,
or any other ethnicity under the sun!

- We ALL have to be brutally honest with the

areas of our hearts where prejudice still exists
because if we don't we’ll continue to be a part
of the problem and rather than be part of the
solution

* It’s easy to say “Oh I’'m not racist, | don't
struggle with prejudice” but neglect the small
thoughts that come into our minds and about
certain people groups.

* We ignore the subtle ways in which we
naturally think we are better...or we’re
oblivious to how quick we are to take a side
whenever a story breaks in the meeting
media:

- Oh and | pray we don'’t fall for that trap!




- | pray we don'’t fall into the trap of thinking that
people with opposing political opinions are
your enemy. Because there is a REAL enemy
who seeks to steal kill and destroy. We wrestle
NOT against flesh and blood. There is a real
enemy prowling around like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour

And he wants you to keep your fight with
people who think differently than you and keep
your focus off of where the REAL fight is and
THE GOD who comes to bring love, unity, and
peace to all of humanity

A while back | was talking to one of my old
roommates from college and we were talking a
lot about social justice and a lot of these hard
issues that our country had been facing and
we were just kind of dreaming up what some
solutions could look like

And he reminded me of this verse from the
book of James that says, “ Everyone should
be quick to listen, slow to speak and

slow to become angry,” James 1:19 (NIV)

- Can you imagine what our society would look
like if everyone was quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry?

- Can you imagine how attracted people would
be to our faith if Christians were to follow
James’ advice?

- Ask yourselfl:

e When you’re faced with someone from a
different political opinion...

e When you find yourself on the verge of an
argument or debate....

- This is hard for us because we live in a
generation that Values our opinions WAY TOO
MUCH

» Everyone is a self-made politician on social
media now-a-days

- It comes from a society that tells you to focus
solely on yourselfl Comes from a culture that
tells you, "Whatever you think, whatever you
feel, is true for you!”



» But then there are other people who think
and feel different. So if what you think and
feel is true, but what they think and feel is
true...somebody’s gotta be wrong!

- And we wonder why we have so much
disunity, and disfunction in our world?!

- We’ve seen it taken to so many extremes...

e But what we are talking about are not
political issues, they are spiritual, first and
foremost.

- This prejudice that we are prone to is what
developed the lie that someone could be better
than or less than someone else, based on the
tone of their skin and their ethnic background

- Plantation owners used to allow the lighter-
skinned slaves to work in the house, sending
the message that the lighter your skin the
better or more valuable you were

- Charles Darwin: Even after the abolition of
slavery, wrote his 2nd book in 1871 called “The
Descent of Man”

* In this book he concluded that man had
evolved from apes. And Therefore the darker
your skin, the LESS evolved you were, and
the lighter your skin, the MORE “evolved”
you are... “At some future period, not very
distant as measured by centuries, the
civilised races of man will almost certainly
exterminate and replace throughout the
world the savage races.”

» This was taught in public schools

90 years later, a man named Jonathan Howard
Griffin wrote a book called “Black Like Me.” As
a case study, he darkened the pigmentation of
his skin so that he could find out what it was
really like to live as a black man in the deep
south in 1961: In it, he quotes a common
phrase among the black community in New
Orleans, and that phrase is this: “The lighter the
Skin the more trustworthy the Negro”

« This was over 100 years after the abolition of
slavery and yet this lie had been so



engrained into every people group that the
effects still lingered.

- THE CHURCH hasn’t been innocent in this

either.

- For a while, many churches taught that people
with dark skin tones were a result of the curse
that Noah put on his grandson.

- If you’re not familiar, (in Gen. 9) one day, after
the flood, Noah decide to turn up!
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He he got completely drunk, and passed out
naked in his tent.

His son Ham, comes in and sees it, thinks it’s
funny and goes gets his brothers. His
brothers DON’T think it’s funny and walk in
the tent backwards with a blanket to cover
up their father’s shame.

When Noah wakes up he is IRATE with Ham
and puts a curse on His son, and says,
“Cursed be Canaan, the lowest of slaves will
he be to his brothers”

* Now Ham had 4 sons, and those sons went

on to be 4 kings in Northern Africa so many
churches concluded that black skin was a
result of this curse and now everyone of that
color should just know there place as slaves
in society

- THAT WAS TAUGHT IN THE CHURCH! Even
the most respected reference bibles would
have that in the footnotes!

- You don't think there are still lingering effects?

- Think about it: What color were Adam and

Eve?

e /f you’'re like me and you’re honest, you

immediately pictured the Sunday School
portrayals of Adam and Eve who were as
white as Englishmen.

- | hate to bust some theological bubbles this
morning, but Jesus wasn't white.

» There is absolutely no physical, historical, or

geographical evidence that would point us to
believe that most people in the Bible were



white but we’ve grown up with this e [ ike | said earlier whenever | was speaking

assumption. Where do you think that comes with my old college roommate on the phone,
from? and we were talking a lot about some of the

* To be fair, The bible rarely mentions the color h.ard issues that were facing our nation at the
of skin, why? The Bible refers to people by time.
ethnicities, not by race. Because the color of e Now, he is a different race than | am, he has a
one’s skin is irrelevant to the message of the different background than | do, he has
bible different political views than | have

- And the message is “YOU NEED GOD, AND ® But it is so refreshing, when you can just
HIS NAME IS JESUS” have a conversation about these things. It

didn’t have to be an argument or a debate. |
ask him his view point, he asks me mine and
we just start talking!

» The only Hope there is for the prejudice that
we are all prone to...is not social clubs,
picketing, rioting, religion or politics...the
only Hope is found in the Person of Jesus - Because, you know, we ARE different races,
Christ and His grace and His love we DO have different backgrounds, we may

. : have COMPLETELY different political views!

- Because Jesus came, died and rose again,

, . . BUT YOU KNOW WHAT WE HAVE IN
God’s people are not limited to a certain
. . COMMON....JESUS!!
people group, God extends His family
invitation to every nation, every race, and every - JESUS IS THE GREAT UNIFIER!

people group!

- No matter what preconceived mindset we
- Because Everyone is equal at the foot of cross. have, if Jesus is the common denominator,
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there is no ethnical difference that cant just
make us better together

* You know how boring heaven would be if it
was just everyone like us?

« But it won’t just be people like us, no there
will be people from every nation, every tribe,
every tongue...and you know when heaven is
gonna be?? Awesome. You know what our
lives are going to be centered around?
Worshipping God

So ask yourself is your life centered around
Worshipping God, or your opinions?? Is your
life centered around praising Jesus, or your
political views??

Now its not wrong to have opinions, its not
wrong to have political views, but PEOPLE
should always matter more to us than politics
or opinions

We have to Be Brutally Honest, about the areas
in our lives where prejudice still exists: | have to
be brutally honest with MYSELF! -
(Neighborhood kids)
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- Now | hope the answer would be YES! That |
would treat them the same as any other child,
but | still have to ask myself the question.

- And as soon as | think, “I'm Good” and | stop
keeping myself in check and stop at least
asking myself the questions, and just start
blaming other people and other people
groups....that’s when | become a part of the
problem rather than the solution again.

- And that is what no part of our media or
society will push us towards...individual
accountability

» Because based on our ethnicity, voting
demographic, and our algorithms...we are
pushed to one of two extremes

e Jo Leave the Past, or to Live in the Past

- On one side we are told, oh the past is in
the past, that doesn’t effect us today, and
minorities shouldn'’t feel any certain way
anymore because that’s all behind us




- And on the other side, we are told that
there has never actually been any progress
and we should just demonize the white
man.

- Both sides still fueling a prejudicial mindset
to keep us divided.

e But the Bible would not push us toward
either side, no the bible pushes us toward
individual accountability

- So | gotta check myself, | gotta understand
that I’'m human, | still struggle with this
prejudice mindset

* I’'m human and I’m prone to put myself first

- We can have this selfish, prejudice, sinful
mindset without even realizing it

* And Jesus, Himself, had to work hard to
break down the prejudice in His disciples
minds

» He tried to— with the woman at the well, and
with those who had certain disabilities
throughout His earthly ministry
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- But this was a lesson that Peter still hadn’t fully
caught on to vet and Jesus has to readdress it
with Peter in Acts chapter 10

- You see, Peter had grown up with this mindset
that he, as a Jewish male, was better than
everyone else.

» The Jewish religious leaders had twisted
teachings, saying that they were the superior
race

« Even though Peter had been doing some
great ministry, even though HE had walked
side-by-side with Jesus for the past 3 years,
there were still lingering effects of the
prejudice that had been engrained in him.

- When we first get to Acts 10 before Peter gets
his vision, Luke tells us, “At Caesarea there
was a man named Cornelius, a centurion
of what was known as the Italian Cohort, a
devout man who feared God with all his
household, gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed continually to
God. About the ninth hour of the day he



saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come
in and say to him, “Cornelius.” And he
stared at him in terror and said, “What is it,
Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers
and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. And now send men to
Joppa and bring one Simon who is called
Peter. He is lodging with one Simon, a
tanner, whose house is by the sea.” When
the angel who spoke to him had departed,
he called two of his servants and a devout
soldier from among those who attended
him, and having related everything to them,
he sent them to Joppa.” -Acts 10: 1-8 (ESV)

The next day, Peter has his vision that we read
at the beginning...

Verse 17 says that Peter was “inwardly
perplexed” about what he had seen, and while
he's sitting there thinking about it all, the men
who were sent by Cornelius show up and were
at the gate of the house asking for Peter.
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- “And while Peter was pondering the vision,

the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men
are looking for you. Rise and go down and
accompany them without hesitation, for |
have sent them.” -Acts 10: 19-20

® | thinks its very interesting that the Holy Spirit
was intentional about clarifying that he
needed to go Without Hesitation

Because God understood the prejudice that
existed in Peter’s heart still even if he didn't

He knew that there would be a hesitation in his
spirit about going to these gentile people

» And especially if he were to go to see
Cornelius who was a Foreign commander
who was occupying his home land!

Peter was taught his entire life that because he
was a Jew, he was a part of God’s chosen
people and they were better than everyone
else, they shouldn’t be subject to any other
nation!



- In the law of Moses, they were instructed to
not have any binding contracts with other
people groups, and to not marry other people
groups...why?

» Because God wanted to keep the Hebrew
people from going after false gods and idols

* |t was never an ethnical or racial issue, it was
a spiritual issue

But those laws were twisted into pharisaical
tradition where they were taught not to have
any association outside of the strictly business
world with these gentile people

» These were not commands of God, but
rather traditions of man that Peter would
have grown up with.

* God understood this, He was still patient
with Peter, and He was breaking this
prejudice down in him...and tells him to go
meet these guys WITHOUT HESITATION

So Peter goes down to them and says “I’'m the
one you’re looking for?”

15

» They tell them about Cornelius and his vision
and how he sent them to invite Peter over to
his house to hear whatever he had to say.

- Now here’s my question. So this angel comes

to Cornelius in dramatic fashion. He has this
vision and divine revelation and all the angel
says is, “Go get this other guy and listen to
what he has to say.”

« WHY DON’T YOU JUST TELL ME ANGEL?!

- GOD LOVES TO BRING DIFFERENT

PEOPLE TOGETHER

- Its true, the angel could have just told

Cornelius everything that he needed to know.
But God has bigger plans,

e God probably is breaking down pride in
Cornelius, because Cornelius might be
thinking that Peter and his people are just his
subjects

e And He’s breaking down the prejudice that
still exists in Peter



- God loves to put us with people that we may
not normally associate with or at least get us
out of our comfort zone...why? It teaches more
about His heart

He loves the ones who are hard to love, He
loved us no matter how different we were from
Him

So the next day, Peter goes to Cornelius’
house and he finds that there were many kinds
of people there. Cornelius had thrown a party
for this occasion. Then the vision Peter had
begins to click in his head.

“And he said to them, “You yourselves know
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate
with or visit with anyone of another nation,
but God has shown me that I should not call
any person common or unclean.” -Acts 10:
28 (ESV)

Thats what the vision was about, it wasn’t
about food and animals, it was about God
wanting Peter and all of us to see that there are
no barriers with God. There is no person or
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people group that He does not love and want
to redeem.

No doubt this was what motivated Peter to
write in His epistle, “The Lord is...not willing
that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.” -2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

So we should be able to go to WITHOUT
HESITATION, to whoever God wants us to. No
matter what race they are, no matter what
background they come from, no matter
political standpoint they may have... God
wants to work in these people’s lives and He
wants to use you and | to share His love and
His story.

 This is what Peter is realizing

“So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly
I understand that God shows no partiality,
but in EVERY NATION ANYONE who fears
Him and does what is right is acceptable to
Him.” -Acts 10: 34-35 (ESV)



» That bodes the question, what is right? What
is acceptable to Him?

- Jesus was confronted with this question...

® [ uke records in his gospel that as Jesus was
teaching one day, a lawyer puts Him on the
spot one day and asks Him, “What shall | do
to inherit eternal life?”

e Jesus answered, you’re a lawyer, what’s the
law? What's your reading of it?

® The lawyer answered, “Love the Lord your
God with all of your heart, soul, mind, and
strength...and love your neighbor as yourself.

® Jesus says, “Bingo. That’s it! That was the
right answer!”

- NOT Love your neighbor as long as they
look like you

- NOT Love your neighbor as long as they
think like you

- NOT love your neighbor as long as they
have the same political views that you have
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- Love you neighbor as yourself...and this is
tough for us and our default reactions is to try
and find the grey areas just like this lawyer
did...Luke says this lawyer, seeking to justify
himself, asks, “well WHO is my neighbor”

- Jesus answers by telling a story....GOOD
SAMARITAN

e Jesus tells this story and turns to the lawyer
and asks, “Who is this man’s neighbor?”

® He responds, “Well | guess the one who had
compassion on him.” He couldn’t even say
the word Samaritan...

e Jesus “Go and do likewise...” “Go and do
that??” Show love and compassion to those
that couldn’t be more different than me??
“Yea, Go and show that love and
compassion”

e And many people will think, well if we’re
supposed to love our neighbor as ourselves,
well then | know they wouldn’t do that for me
so I’m not gonna do that for them!



- But that’s exactly why “loving your neighbor as
yourself” isn’t enough— It was never supposed
to be enough. And that’s exactly why Jesus
takes it a step further in John chapter 13,
during the Last Supper, and says, “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love
one another: just as | have loved you...”
-John 13:34 (ESV)

» Jesus is saying, no longer do | want you to
merely focus on loving in the capacity in
which YOU want to be loved, | want you to
love one another....but JUST AS | HAVE
LOVED YOU!

How did Jesus love us?? Well He just told
us....

* I’m sure many of us have heard the story of
the Good Samaritan hundreds of times and
we hear lessons and sermons and at the end
of it we try and evaluate ourselves and say,
“Ok, am | gonna be the priest and the levite,
or am | gonna be the GOOD SAMARITAN??

18

« Which | believe is vastly missing the point of
what and really WHO this story was about.

- Because you know who we were in that
story....you know who | WAS??

e | was the man, laying on the side of the road.
My sins, my regrets, the enemies of hell had
stripped me and beaten me and left me half
deaa!

e There was no hope for me!

- Religion could come by but that couldn’t
save me

- My good deeds and acts of service could
come by but they could never save my
soul!

- But there was One man! Who by nature |
was His enemy! But He looked at me and
had compassion on me and He picked me
up and He took me in and he said “I gotta
go away for a little while, but in 3 DAYS I’'m
coming back with everything that it takes
for you to be brought to life!”




- IT’S JESUS! It’s always been Jesus...it’'ll never
STOP being all about Jesus

« HE PAID THE PRICE | COULDN’T PAY

« HE TOOK THE PUNISHMENT | COULDN’T
ENDURE

« AND HE SAVED MY LIFE WHICH |
COULDN’T SAVE MYSELF

Peter says, “To Him all the [Old Testament]
prophets bear witness that everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins
through His Name” -Acts 10:43 (ESV)

Thats what this comes down to. Believe and
trust in the name of Jesus and it doesn't
matter who you are, what you look like, or
where you come from you receive the same
exact salvation and are welcomed into the
same exact family

* Oh, and then REVIVAL breaks out in
Cornelius’ house!
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- Verse 44 says, “While Peter was still saying

these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. And the believers from
among the [Jews] who had come with Peter
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit was poured out on even the Gentiles.”
-Acts 10: 44-45 (ESV)

* You can still hear a little prejudicial tone in
there....

God has no barriers, God has no system. He is
FOR all and loves all.

« And we may not be able to control whether
people accept Him or not, but we are called
to go to whoever, wherever, whenever no
matter the face, place, or race.

 Jesus taught this all throughout His ministry
- We saw it in the Good Samaritan
- Still workin on Peter

- He’s still working on us today as well



- OUR GOAL IS NOT TO GET PEOPLE TO ourselves accountable, and the only way we

LOOK LIKE US, OUR GOAL IS FOR ALL OF can effectively do that is if we consistently sit

US TO LOOK LIKE JESUS at the feet of Jesus.

 To allow Jesus to break down the preexisting - The band can go ahead and come back up.
prejudice that we’ve allowed to linger for too You know | don’t think that it is any coincidence
long so we can genuinely love like He has that the parable of the Good Samaritan when
loved us recorded in the Gospel of Luke, is directly

* We need to allow Jesus to infiltrate our lives, followed by the story of Mary and Martha.

our thoughts, our opinions, our prejudices, * If you’re not familiar, Jesus goes to Mary and
and allow ourselves to be captivated by HIS Martha’s house and there’s a big dinner party
greatness, and HIS LOVE, and stand in AWE going on.

every single day of lengths He went to to love

_ « And Martha is working so hard, cooking and
us and show us compassion

serving everyone, and she’s getting

- And whenever we put our sole focus on Him overwhelmed and she’s expecting her sister
and what He did for us, we can then in turn love Mary to help her
as He loves. We can then tune down all of the
noise, and stop marginalizing or demonizing
people...

* But when she looks for her she finds Mary
just sitting at Jesus’ feet. Soaking in every
word, laughing at every story

* And this starts with us, this starts in the
church. Each and everyone one of us asking
ourselves the hard questions, holding

- And Martha’s had enough and she says, “Don’t
you care Jesus, that I'm alone doing all of this
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work by myself!? Tell Mary to get off her keister
and come help me!”

* But Jesus says, “Martha, Martha you are
anxious and troubled about many things, but
one thing is necessary, and Mary has chosen
that good thing.”

You see, that is how life change, perspective
change, and the continual conversion that we
need, happens.

* It's when we sit at the feet of Jesus. We soak
in His Word, time in His presence,
communicating with Him through prayer.

* And then when we get up, we realize that
we’re a little different. We think about things
different we see the world different, we
interact with people different

And people will notice that we are different as
well!

* You'll hear things like, “Why are you spending

time around people like that??”
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- 1 don’t know, I've just been spending time
with Jesus and | just want to love them the
same way that He has loved me

“How come you’re so generous, you just
keep giving things and money away! What’s
the matter with you!”

- Well, I've just come to realize that
everything | have is thanks to Jesus and |
just want to give like He’s given to me

“Why do you spend so much time at church!
Don’t you know how hypocritical and
manipulative those people have been
throughout history!”

- Well, it’s not really about the people. |
mean, | love them. But Jesus says the
church is His bride, so | want to love what
He loves and just be a part of it”

- Nothing will grow you, transform you, and
better you more than sitting at the feet of our



Risen Savior...getting to know His heart, His
Character, and His love for you

- And like a great friend once told me, “When |
love God most, | will love others best.”
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