Sunday, April 19, 2026 of chapter 11 we see that the Holy Spirit

revealed to them that there was going to be a
famine and Jerusalem was greatly going to

When the Church Prays
be affected

Acts 12 « So, the church at Antioch, the church full of

- Last week we saw how the church of Antioch gentiles, decides to show love to their Jewish

blew up...in a good way

 This is the first major movement of the
Gospel that we see among a Gentile people,
and God is moving in powerful ways— great
numbers of people are coming to the Lord

* And Barnabas is doing his best to lead and
encourage this new community of believers

* He recognizes that he can’t do it on his own,
so he goes to Tarsus to seek Saul, who had
been radically changed by his encounter with
Jesus 10 years prior.

So for the next year, Saul and Barnabas stay in
Antioch leading this new church

» And the Spirit is moving in incredible ways
among this body— at one point, at the end

brothers and sisters, and they take up a
collection to help the struggling believers in
Jerusalem.

- This is how we know just how radically the

Gospel was impacting society

» We have talked at length about the great
divide that there had been between Jews
and Gentiles

» They had no dealings with each other, they
stayed separated, and that was arguably
more so on the Jews than it was the Gentiles

However, God had been breaking those
ethnical barriers down throughout the last two
chapters that we studied...and now the high
and mighty church of Jerusalem, who had (at



one point) scolded Peter for eating with
gentiles, is now getting help from the gentiles

* And we don’t see any hesitation from them
either! It’s not like the church at Antioch is
saying, “Well well well, how the tables have
turned”— or.... "Let’s wait for them to come
crawling to us for help” —or “Let’s just focus
on keeping our people safe and fed, leave it
to God to take care of them...”

* None of that! There is no hesitation, they
didn’t see them by the color of their skin, or
their religious past, or their ethnical
upbringing...no... they saw nothing but
brothers and sisters in Christ

* And this is the time where we really begin to
see the church live out what Paul would go
on to write in Galatians 3 when he said:
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” -Galatians 3:28 (ESV)

- So the church at Antioch takes up this
collection for the church in Jerusalem and then
they send Barnabas and Saul to deliver the
gift.

- So they make their way to Judea, and | can
imagine how excited they were.

® You know that feeling when you know that
you’re about to bless someone, and they
have no idea that it’s coming?

® You know that you got someone the perfect
Christmas present and they’re about to open
it?

e Or just that feeling when you know that
someone is about to go above and beyond
with generosity to someone else, and you
can’t wait to see the reaction?

- Barnabas and Saul are so proud of the church
of Antioch, they’re so proud of how far they
have come, of how they’re spiritually maturing

e So proud of how it’s like they are living out
the parable of the good Samaritan with how



generous and loving they are being to their
brothers and sisters in Christ in Jerusalem—
who just a year or so earlier would have had
no dealings with them at all!

e There’s an excitement...they can’t wait for
the church in Jerusalem to see how they
have been blessed by their sister church in
Antioch

Now, the church had grown so big in the area
that they weren’t just meeting in one location

but the wealthier among the community who

had large estates would host the believers in

their homes and courtyards

e And Peter had been primarily a part of the
community that met at Mary’s house, who
was the mother of John Mark.

e So Saul and Barnabas make their way there
looking for Peter to tell him the good news

But when they arrive, they realize that there is a
heaviness and a panic among the believers...
and the famine is the least of their worries

- Acts 12 explains to us, beginning in verse 1:

“About that time Herod the king laid violent
hands on some who belonged to the
church. He killed James the brother of

John with the sword, and when he saw that
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest
Peter also. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized
him, he put him in prison, delivering him
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,
intending after the Passover to bring him
out to the people. So Peter was kept in
prison, but earnest prayer for him was
made to God by the church.” -Acts 12:1-5

(ESV)
Pray

Herod, that this passage introduces us to, is
Herod Agrippa |— who is not the same Herod
that the wise men came across, that was his
grandfather, Herod the Great

If you’re not familiar, Herod the Great was what
was known as a client-king...so he was



referred to as king over Judea, but he was
really just a Roman asset

* He wasn’t a real king, everything that he did
had to be sanctioned by the Roman Empire

« But it gave the Roman territories a feeling of
self-governance so that’s why these roles
were created

Now Herod the Great was a paranoid lunatic
that desperately wanted to be known as a
legitimate king and was terrified that someone
was going to try and take his throne away from
him

» That is why he ordered the mass genocide of

baby boys when the wise men told him
about Jesus being born

* He had his wife and her family killed because
he suspected them of treason, and some of
his own sons killed as well

However, once he died, the kingdom that he
was charged was divvied up into 4 different
territories and a new set of leadership arose

- Of course, because of the type of tyrannical
leader Herod was, he would have left a lot of
people seeking revenge— and in 7 B.C. when
Herod Agrippa was only 4 years old, his father
Aristobulus, was killed and for safety young
Herod was sent to Rome

» Because of his family connections, he was
taken in by the royal household and was
classmates with Gaius, the grandnephew of
Tiberius Caesar, and Claudius, a future
emperor himself.

» These two guys became two of his best
friends

- Now as Herod Agrippa got older, he wasn’t
one who would make the best decisions

» He wracked up debt and ended up in prison
for speaking out publicly against Tiberius
Caesar and how Gaius should be emperor
instead!

- Well, when Gaius eventually did become
emperor in 37 AD after Tiberius died, he
released his old pal Herod Agrippa from prison



» And as a reward for his loyalty, he gave him
his grandfathers old job

* The 4 territories were united back as one
now under the reign of Herod Agrippa |

However, it was only a couple of years later
that Gaius died, but lucky for Herod, his other
buddy Claudius how became emperor

» And Claudius gives Herod even more control,
because he gives him power over Jerusalem
and Judea as well which had normally been
under the supervision of a Roman prefect
such as Pontius Pilate

Herod has really hit the big time now— he has
restored his family legacy and he needs to
remind people of his family reputation as well

* He wants to get off to a good start and get
the religious leaders on his side, because he
knows they have all of the influence in the
region.

* And he knows about how these Christians
are stirring up all kinds of trouble for them

- So as his first act as client-king, he gives them

permission to arrest one of the apostles

He wants to make a splash, and the first one
that they get is James.

» The brother of John, the son of Zebedee, one
of the Son’s of Thunder

Now up to this point they had been arresting
and beating these apostles but that wasn’t
stopping anything

» So Herod ups the game, he says “Oh, you’re
just beating them? Well I’ll take his head”...
and he orders his execution

 Now when he noticed that the Jews were
pleased, he says, “Ok, let’s keep this going!
Who else you guys wanna get!”

* And of course they say Peter, the ring leader
of the whole movement

So Herod gets him arrested as well. And he
wants to order his execution, but the problem
is he doesn’t get him into custody until after



they are right in the middle of the Passover
celebrations

- But the problem is, he doesn’t realize that
Peter works for someone wayyy more powerful

» So to stay on the good side of the Jewish
leaders, he is going to respect their traditions
to not shed blood during the holidays and
wait until the passover is over to execute him

- But he takes his precautions— and sets up 4
squads of soldiers to guard him

» So this would be a total of 16 soldiers who
would split up into 4 groups of 4 and they
would take shifts guarding the prisoner so
there would be 24 hour surveillance

» Two guards would be inside the cell, both
chained at the ankles to the prisoner, and
then the other 2 would be just outside
guarding the gate

» So Peter is not only being watched 24/7, he
is physically chained to these guards 24/7

* Herod wants so bad to get his shining
moment as the Jewish savior defeating these
Christians for them

than him

And again, verse 5 says: “So Peter was kept
in prison, but earnest prayer for him was
made to God by the church.” -Acts 12:5

(ESV)

« One commentator described this as a
“steady stream of prayers” being sent up to
God by the church

WHEN THE CHURCH PRAYS, HEAVEN
ACTS

» The word for “earnest” in this passage can
also be translated as “intensely” or
“fervently”

* And what gripped me the most this week—
was when | learned that this word comes
from a greek verb that means “to stretch out
the hand”



- That’s the type of earnest, intense and

desperate prayer that we need from the
church!

e Where we stop trying to take control, stop
trying to take matters into our own hands

e Stop trying to pull ourselves up or hold
ourselves together

e And we instead stretch out our hands to God
and say “Lord we need YOU to do it!” “We
need YOU to pull us closer to YOU!”

- YOU are our only Hope

- YOU are our only chance

- YOU are our only source of rescue

We need the church to get to the place, where
when we are thrown off or scared of all of the
chaos of the world around us... instead of
pointing fingers or lashing out at others, we
reach up to God

- And when we do, He is always there to catch

us and say, “I’ve been right here the entire
time, what are you so worried about?”

- |t reminds me of when Peter walked on water

with Jesus

« If you’re not familiar with the story, in
Matthew 14 the disciples are in a boat when
they get caught in a storm, and they’re
fighting for their lives when Jesus comes
walking up to them on the water

» They are all afraid thinking that it’s a ghost,
but Jesus tells them that it’s Him and to not
be afraid

» Peter speaks up and says, “If it’s really You
Lord, let me water on the water toward you”

« Jesus says, “Come on”

» So Peter starts walking, and then he gets
scared by the gusts of the wind and the
chaos of the storm, takes his focus off of
Jesus and begins to sink



- And then as he’s sinking into the waters, he no
doubt stretches out towards Jesus, and
Matthew tells us that he cries out and says,
“Lord, save me!”

And verse 31 says, “Jesus immediately
reached out His hand and took hold of him,
saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” -Matthew 14:31 (ESV)

Now, Peter is in trouble again, and it’s not just

him, but the whole church feels like they are
sinking under the tyranny of Herod

* And like Peter did in the water, they are
stretching out their hands to God in earnest
prayer saying "Lord save us! Lord save
Peter!”

And Heaven acts in response: “Now when
Herod was about to bring him out, on that
very night, Peter was sleeping between two
soldiers, bound with two chains, and
sentries before the door were guarding the
prison. And behold, an angel of the

Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the
chains fell off his hands. And the angel said
to him, “Dress yourself and put on your
sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow
me.” And he went out and followed him. He
did not know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he was
seeing a vision. When they had passed the
first and the second guard, they came to
the iron gate leading into the city. It opened
for them of its own accord, and they went
out and went along one street, and
immediately the angel left him. When

Peter came to himself, he said, “Now | am
sure that the Lord has sent his angel

and rescued me from the hand of Herod
and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.” -Acts 12:6-11 (ESV)



- Now, | don’t blame Peter for not catching on at the throne of Grace. If the sermons taught here
first. We had studied about how the Lord don’t lead you to a place of prayer, | can’t call
spoke to him in a trance the past two weeks, it a sermon, all | did was give a talk
and he must have assumed that’s what was

_ _ - If the songs we sing together do not lead you
happening again

to communicate and connect with God on a
- But this just goes to show the kind of power personal level, we can’t call it worship.
that can be put on display whenever the

- If the relationships we build here, do not lead
church prays

us to dive deeper into seeking God’s face

« That’s why Jesus said, “My house shall be together, we can’t call it church. It’s just a hang
called a house of Prayer” out spot.
- Not a house of preaching « Make no mistake, every single aspect of our

church experience and our Christian lives;
whether it comes to the preaching, the

- Not a house of songs theology, the doctrine, the singing, the

- Not a house of programs discipleship, the community, the fellowship,
the outreach, the serving....EVERY SINGLE
ASPECT must be covered in prayer,
empowered by prayer, and resulting in prayer

- Not a house of theology and doctrine

- Not even a house of community and
fellowship

» Jesus said His house should be called a

o P ' « And if it isn’t, we’re not doing it right
ouse of Prayer!

- You know a little over a vear into our church
plant, we were hovering around the 70-75
number of attenders

- Therefore any sermon that | preach, should
have the sole intent of leading you to go before




* And | think we had a strong and loving * And Rance tells me that they do want to
culture and God was doing great things serve but they don’t really feel called to any
of the current areas of serving that we had,

« But | was starting to wonder where the
they really want to serve through prayer

growth was going to come from

» So he and Tricia just started gathering a few
people together, finding a room and praying
for an hour every Sunday before services

» Because we had felt strongly about not
doing all of this marketing and advertising,
not even outreach at first because we felt led
to focus on building a culture, not a crowd - And | do not believe that is a coincidence that

once that prayer team was formed...over the

next 4-5 months our church attendance went
from 75-200 in that span

» But you still start to wonder, as a leader, if
you’re hearing from God the right way, is it
time for something new, to try something
different « It was another reminder that the only thing

that is going to hold a church together or

grow a church is not the pastor, not the

sermons, not the worship leaders, not
» And around November of that year | got mergers or plants

some new next door neighbors, and | left a
Christmas Eve service invitation in their mail
box

- And | was praying a lot, but not lead in a
particular direction

* It’s going to be from a group of believers
earnestly reaching out towards heaven

through fervent prayer saying, “Lord, YOU do
* And not long after that we are out to eat after it

church one Sunday and I’'m talking this
family through our membership material
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- And we see this church in acts doing this and
Heaven responding in dramatic fashion by the
way Peter gets busted out of jail

- And verse 12 goes on to say: “When he
realized this, he went to the house of Mary,
the mother of John whose other name was
Mark, where many were gathered together
and were praying. And when he knocked at
the door of the gateway, a servant girl

named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing

Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open
the gate but ran in and reported that Peter
was standing at the gate. They said to her,
“You are out of your mind.” But she kept
insisting that it was so, and they kept

saying, “It is his angel!” But Peter continued

knocking, and when they opened, they saw
him and were amazed. But motioning to
them with his hand to be silent, he
described to them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison. And he said,
“Tell these things to James and to the
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brothers.” Then he departed and went to
another place. -Acts 12:12-15 (ESV)

It is kind of comical how these believers can be
so earnestly, and fervently reaching out to
heaven through prayer...and yet they can’t
even consider the possibility that the answer to
their prayer is knocking at the door!

But it reminds me of something that Chavis
Sims has said to me and Seth multiple times
over the years:

REMEMBER TO RECOGNIZE WHEN YOU
ARE STANDING IN THE MIDST OF AN
ANSWERED PRAYER

I’ll never forget that season when our church
plant was at the Rec Center and we had pretty
much been told that we were on borrowed
time there

* How desperate | felt, how at a loss | felt

* And then me, Emma, and Jalisa right there at
Palm Berries on the square in Lincolnton—all



just earnestly pray for God to open a door
somewhere, anywhere for us

- 13 days later a mention of a possible merger
with East Hickory came up to me, and | drove
over here in the parking lot and | prayed and |
said “Lord, if this is your will make it easy”

- And then | met Mark and things started moving

fast and | said “l don’t know Lord! This feel’s
too easy!”

- And | was talking with one of my former
pastors about it...and he said “Well what you
need to do, is make a timeline of your prayers
and the answers to them”

* And when | took the time to do that, |

couldn’t believe just how obvious it was how

| was standing right in the middle of an
answered prayer

e But I’'m used to the Lord making me sweat it

out until the last minute you know??
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» But here He was— moving at a pace that |
wasn’t used to and it made me skeptical for
a bit

- And here these folks are earnestly praying for

Peter, Rhoda hears him at the door— she
squeals in excitement— runs to go tell
everyone— leaves Peter outside by himself—
they don’t believe her, call her a crazy lady— to
humor her and say “ok, honey, maybe you
heard his angel.”

* Meanwhile, Peter is out there knocking...
hoping not to be picked up again by Herod’s
men!

Then they finally open the door, there’s Peter!
Exactly what they were praying for! And they
were amazed, Luke says...

« Literally meaning to “throw into
wonderment,” or “to put out of one’s wits”

e They’re all about to cheer! And Peter’s
motions to them to be quiet




* Tells them all really quickly about how God
busted him out of jail, tells him to tell James
—not dead James, James the brother of
Jesus—and the other leaders and then he
gets out of town

- And then they all walk back inside, probably
looking at each other like “What. Just.
Happened??”

- And | don’t blame them one bit about having
the possibility of Peter actually being at the
door—being the furthest thing from their mind?

- Why? Because they had just lost James

* One of Jesus’ inner 3...when Jesus would
break the group down, Peter James and
John were the one’s going with him

* You think they didn’t earnestly pray for
James?

* You don’t think they were desperately
reaching out to God on his behalf too?

- And | was reading commentaries all week that
were talking about Peter’s release and almost
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every single one were saying things like
“Peter’s release shows us how nothing can
thwart God’s plans for His people....if we’re
praying hard and living in God’s will, nothing an
no one can stand in our way!”

* And | read those things and thought, “What
about James??”

He was one of God’s people, he was living in
God’s will...why did he get stopped?

« How come Peter got saved and he didn’t??
« How come Heaven didn’t act on his behalf??

Well, | believe that Heaven did act. Just
because it wasn’t the grand escape and rescue
that we would rather celebrate, Heaven did still
act in response to the prayers for James

» First, he was welcomed into Heaven,
reuniting with Stephen and experiencing the
Glory of his salvation that Jesus died in order
to provide for him

- If that was all that God did for him, it would
be more than enough!



» But God also, | believe, empowered him to
be bold. To remain faithful even in the midst
of death. Only the Holy Spirit can empower a
faith strong enough for you to die for.

And this is how strong that faith was: Multiple
sources of Christian tradition dating back to the

2nd century have told the story of James’
execution

e Apparently, according to Clement of
Alexandria, who is thought to have been the
one to first document this story—he said
when James was chained to the guards while
he was in prison, he used that time to share
the Gospel and his testimony

® His unwavering faith so moved one of the
quards, that as he led James into his
execution, this guard then professed that he
too believed

e Publicly in front of Herod and all —he
professed that he was too a Christian, and
asked forgiveness from James, and then was
beheaded with him.
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- One earthly death, resulting in 2 heavenly lives.

» God was still moving, Heaven was still acting
even when we don’t see it or know it.

Yes, God can work through even the most evil
and vile circumstances, but that doesn’t mean
that He will turn a blind eye to it either.

» Herod would still get his:

“Now when day came, there was no little
disturbance among the soldiers over what
had become of Peter. And after Herod
searched for him and did not find him, he
examined the sentries and ordered that
they should be put to death. Then he went
down from Judea to Caesarea and spent
time there. Now Herod was angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to
him with one accord, and having persuaded
Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked
for peace, because their country depended
on the king's country for food. On an
appointed day Herod put on his royal robes,



took his seat upon the throne, and delivered
an oration to them. And the people were
shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a
man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him down, because he did not give
God the glory, and he was eaten by worms
and breathed his last.” -Acts 12:18-23 (ESV)

Romans 12:19 says “Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God,”

Deuteronomy 32 says, “Vengeance is Mine,
and recompense... for the day of their calamity
is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.””

James says that “There is only One Lawgiver
and Judge, He who is able to save and to
destroy.”

JUSTICE BELONGS TO THE LORD

Remember that Luke is known to have written
one of the most historically accurate books in
the the book of acts, so even when he is vague
on some of these details, it’s not hard to find
the full story in historical accounts...and
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Josephus went into details about Herod’s
death

- And apparently when Herod went to Caesarea

after he had decided not to cut off all trading
with Tyre and Sidon— to entertain all of those
who had come to Caesarea to meet with him,
and for the people of the town...he decided to
put on a series of shows at the great
amphitheater to celebrate the founding of the
city

- And the morning they were kicking off the

events, Herod shows up in these glamorous
robes that were woven with silver. And he
stood on the stage at the right time in the
morning when the sun would be shining on him
the brightest and the sun glimmered off of the
silver he was wearing made him look like he
was majestically glowing

- And then he gave this powerful, dynamic

speech, while he was shining so bright— and it
got the crowd got fired up and started chanting
“The voice of a god! Not the voice of a man!”



- And while the chanting of the crowd was
beginning to die down, Herod doubled over in

pain
» The pain was so intense that he had to be
carried out of the amphitheater

» He spent the next five days in excruciating
pain until he finally died from some sort of
parasitic infection

- And we see a stark contrast from Herod and
Peter, whenever a few times we have read so
far that people tried to worship Peter, he
refused them.

* He told Cornelius to stand up, said that he
was just a man like him

- He knew that glory and worship were only
reserved for One

- But we see Herod giving the exact opposite
response, trying to take worship and glory for
himself that can only be reserved for God

* And the results were deadly
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- You know, we taught on this passage towards
the end of last year when we did a series on

prayer
- And from Peter’s escape we talked through

three truths about what happens when we
pray. We said:

* When we Pray: Something is Sent from
Heaven

* When we Pray: God Shed’s Light on the
Situation

« When we Pray: Chains Fall Off

- Now, when we look at Herod, we see probably
the most difficult chain to break in the life of a
human:

- THE HARDEST CHAIN TO BREAK:
WANTING TO BE GOD

 And we can scoff at Herod all we want, but
we all have been guilty of trying to be our
own God



* Its how the enemy so effectively tempted
and baited Adam and Eve into the first sin...
convincing them that eating the fruit would
make them like God

- And it’s been engrained in us ever since:

» \We want to make our own rules, we want to
define ourselves, we want to manufacture
our own meaning of life

- It’s the deadly result of our sin that mocks our
Creator and robs Him of His worship that He
rightly deserves

e \When we try to make up our own rules— we

are trying to be God

e |When we try to individually define morality —

we are trying to be God

e |When we try and pick and choose which
parts of the Bible we want to believe or
follow—we are trying to be God

e |When we excuse our sin because we say,
“God just wants me to be happy”—we are
trying to be God
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e When we remove all fear of the Lord—we are
trying to be God

e When we try and make God into our own
image to conform to our worldview —we are
trying to be God

- And the wages of our rebellion against God

can only result in death

* It won’t always be physically and
immediately like it was in the case of
Herod....but it always will be spiritually

» Nothing will destroy us presently and
eternally more than trying to steal His glory

- And every single one of us have been there at

one point in time in our lives, and most of our
society is there now

But the amazing thing is, no matter how many
times, or how many people try to discount or
discredit or over rule the Word of God, it never
works

- Herod killed one of the most influential

Christians, arrested probably the most



influential Christian at the time, didn’t get to kill » The fight and the attempt to silence the Word
him like he wanted, but he still sent him on the of God and the people of God still rages
run—he tried to take for himself the glory and today

worship that belonged to God - But yet the Word of God is still increasing and

- But you know what the result of all of that multiplying as we speak
was??

- It’s right here in verse 24, “But the word of
God increased and multiplied.” -Acts 12:24

(ESV)

- Isaiah says, “The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the word of our God will stand
forever.” (40:8)

- There is no human being— no death of any
human being, or any evil or demonic force that
can stop the Word and the Will and the Ways
of God

- He is Sovereign, and He will work out His plan
through history no matter who opposes Him,
or tries to be Him, or tries to take His place

- Herod was not the first that tried to stomp out
this movement, and he is far from the last
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